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Church Diary 
Sun 21 Jan 10.00 Traditional Worship 

  11.30 Interactive Worship 

  18.30 Reflective Worship with Communion 

Tue 23 Jan 15.30 The Room 

Wed 24 Jan 14.15 Women’s Fellowship 

  19.30 Prayer for Kingston at St Paul’s, Kingston Hill 

Thurs 25 Jan 15.30 The Room 

Sun 29 Jan 10.00 Traditional Worship 

  11.30 Interactive Worship with Communion 

  18.30 Reflective Worship 

Tues 30 Jan 15.30 The Room 

Wed 31 Jan 14.15 Women’s Fellowship 

Thurs 1 Feb 15.30 The Room 

Sat 3 Feb 19.00 Burns Night Supper 

Sun 4 Feb 10.00 Traditional Worship with Communion 

  11.30 Interactive Worship 

  18.30 Reflective Worship 

  20.00 Holy Space 

COPY DEADLINE FOR MARCH CHURCH NEWS 

Mon 5 Feb 20.00 Cluster Prayer Meeting 

Tues 6 Feb 15.30 The Room 

Wed 7 Feb 10.45 Men’s Forum 

  14.15 Women’s Fellowship 

Thurs 8 Feb 15.30 The Room 

Sun 11 Feb 11.00 Combined Service 

  12.00 Church Meeting 

  18.30 Reflective Worship 

Tues 13 Feb 15.30 The Room 

Wed 14 Feb 14.15 Women’s Fellowship 

Thurs 15 Feb 15.30 The Room 

Sun 18 Feb 10:00 Traditional Worship 

  11.30 Interactive Worship 

  18.30 Evening Worship with Communion 
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From the Minister 
 

Dear All, 
 
The child who has been in trouble all their lives yet as the parents grow 
old it is this child who helps and is always around; the job that was to be 
a short term fill in that proved so interesting that it became a life’s work 
and joy; the relationship that started off as being predictable and dull 
which developed into the deepest of friendships; the lottery win that 
proved to be a disaster; the death that showed the value of 
life. 
 
It is a cliché but it is none the less true for that - life is surprising. 
 
The God that we worship does not go for order and linear progression in 
events.  God works through unlikely people and unlikely happenings. 
Indeed this is not an exclusively Christian truth.  There are plenty of 
people who know the experience of not being glad that an event has 
happened but once it has looking back to see it as one of the most 
positive experiences of their lives. 
 
There has to be a question mark then against those books which tell you 
to set your sights on something and then build your life towards it.  The 
things that you think of as a waste of time can turn out to be the most 
important things.  Each of the negative events of our lives can appear as 
a waste but can also be the making of us. 
 
The illness that made you gentle.  The disability that gave you 
compassion for others.  The death that made you aware of the value of 
your friends. 
 
Christians believe it is through the cross that we have the opportunity to 
live a full life.  Maybe it is through smaller misfortunes and surprises that 
we understand what life really is. 
 

Yours 
 

Lesley 
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Derek’s Desk 
 
As you know, the Elders have been working in “Core” 
and “Support Groups” for the whole of last year.  It was 
an innovative approach which we decided to trial for a 
year. 
 

 
It seems to have worked very well, so the decision has been made to 
continue in the same way but re-jig some of the groups in an effort to 
make them more effective.  This is how it is going to work: 
 
The 4 Core Groups will report at each monthly Elders’ meeting.  They 
are: Worship, Pastoral Support, Faith Development and Community 
Ministry.  These groups each consist of Elders, non serving Elders and 
members of the Church.  They will meet as and when required but 
always produce a monthly report. 
 
There will also be 7 Support Groups which will each be working to an 
annual plan to be agreed at an Elders’ meeting.  This will enable us to 
proceed on the basis of management by exception and the Elders as a 
whole will only need to be involved if the annual plan has to be changed.  
This is the timetable for the presentation of annual plans: 
 

February Finance – budget presentation 

May Worship support 

June Youth – annual plan for 2007/8 

July Premises 

September Catering /social 

October Training 

November Communications 

 
At the March Elders’ meeting particular attention will be paid to Pastoral 
support for the year ahead followed in April by consideration of the 
annual plans for our Community Ministry outreach.  In December we 
shall focus on our overall plans for Faith Development. 
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I cannot stress strongly enough that all members of the Church are 
welcome to join one of these groups.  It is only by encouraging a wide 
selection of people to contribute that we shall be able to utilise the wide 
range of talents we have available.  It is no longer acceptable for any 
one to say “they have decided” or “they don’t know what they are doing”.  
Come and join in – according to your strengths – and help the Church to 
advance and make the most of the remarkable opportunities which lie 
head.  Please feel free to talk to Lesley, one of the Elders or myself if 
you want to know more.  Asking questions will not imply your 
commitment it will merely enable you to be in full possession of the facts. 
 

Derek Winsor 
 
 

Induction of New Elders 
 
 

As a result of the Elders’ election last autumn four new Elders were 
inducted on Sunday 7th January and they are all eligible to serve for the 
next three years. They are Linda Austin, Ken Bartlett, Ann Macfarlane 
and Martyn Verge.  
 
Ann has already served for the last three years and Linda and Martyn 
have each served as Elders in the past.  Ken joined our Church with his 
wife in the spring of 2005 and they have both made a significant 
contribution since their arrival 
 
It was with some sadness that we have had to say “au revoir” to Denise 
Scorer and John Watts as they have each concluded six years as 
Elders.  John Parrish resigned as an Elder during the year while in his 
second term.  Under the Kingston URC rules all of them have to stand 
down for one year before being eligible again for election.  They have 
each made significant contributions to the life of our Church and we are 
most grateful to them  
 

Derek Winsor 
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Our New Pattern of Services 
 
For your ease of reference, here is our new pattern of services in tabular 
format: 
 
                                                           Sundays in the month 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

Traditional Worship at 10.00  ����*  ���� ���� ���� 

Interactive Worship at 11.30 ����  ���� ����* ���� 

“Combined” Worship at 11.00  ����    

Reflective Worship at 18.30 ���� ���� ����* ���� ���� 

Holy Space at 20.00 ����     

Church meeting or talk at noon 

sometimes with a bring & share lunch 
 ����    

 
* with Communion 
 
 
 

The Last Hymn 
 
If you attend the 10.00 service you may wonder about the last hymn.  
This is to be chosen by someone in the congregation for their benefit.  It 
is to help in our spiritual journey.  It is not your chance to get us all to 
sing your favourite hymn just because you like it.  Nor is it a chance for 
you to pick the best hymn that goes with the readings-I try to do that in 
my study.  It is to encourage you.  Examples that we have had recently 
include: someone with a difficult meeting that week, in memory of 
someone’s mother, and because one member had had a troubled week. 
 

Lesley 
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Pastoral News 
 
 
We have heard the very sad news of Violet Singleton’s death.  We will 
all miss Vi a great deal and our thoughts are with her family. 
 
We have also heard more sad news that Liz Bartlett’s mother has died. 
Our condolences, thoughts and prayers are with Liz and her family. 
 
Hugh Mayall was taken ill as he prepared to return from spending 
Christmas with his daughter in Edinburgh.  He was admitted to 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on 29 December 2006 with a pulmonary 
embolism.  Hugh has recovered well and was able to be discharged 
from hospital on 3 January 2007.  He spent some more time with his 
daughter before returning home. 
 
Hilda Tunley was admitted to the West Middlesex Hospital before 
Christmas, due to a stroke.  Hilda is making good progress, although 
very fed up with being in hospital.  Our thoughts are also with Nigel at 
this worrying and busy time for him. 
 
Mary Williamson is at present in Kingston Hospital. 
 
Heather Bly is now home from Tolworth Hospital. 
 
Winifred Green had a fall at home before Christmas and is having 
treatment on her leg by the district nurse. 
 
Kathleen Clegg is continuing to have tests at St George’s Hospital. 
 
We think of Jane Butcher as she continues with her chemotherapy. 
 
Karen Guyett was due to have her baby on 3 January 2007 but she and 
her family are still waiting patiently for the happy event. 
 
We pray for Lesley in her support of and dedication to our congregation. 
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Our thoughts and prayers are with all the people mentioned, together 
with those on our regular prayer list:  Philip, Olwen and William 
Sawney, Malcolm Levy, Muriel Adam, Robbie Robertson, Ken Trigg 
and Rose and Joshua Oming-Bali. 
 
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year, 

Maggie Arnold 
 
 

Birthday Thanks 
 
I wish to thank Lesley and the Church for the beautiful flowers sent to 
me on my 90th birthday.  I had a great day with all the family and the 
flowers and cards added to the decorations put up by my son and 
daughter-in-law.  Also I must thank all the Church Members for their 
offers of help whilst I was in difficulties with my broken shoulder.  
Margaret McMahon and Maggie Arnold have helped considerably.  
Fortunately, I was able to discard my sling before the birthday party! 
 

Joan MacKay 
 

Message to Minister and Elders and Members 
 
I would like to thank all fellow-members and friends at KURC for the 
cards and messages received for my 90th birthday.  The beautiful 
flowers were a lovely surprise and gave me great pleasure in 
remembering those past and present in the Church family.  Again, many 
thanks, and blessings in 2007. 

Kathleen Clegg 
 

Flowers for February 2007 
 

 

 4th Alison Holt 

 11th Margaret and Fred Randall 

 18th Hilda and Nigel Tunley 

 25th Jean Thompson 
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A Seasonal Thank You 
 
As on so many occasions in the past, this year the church is greatly 
indebted to the Cochrane family for their gift of a Christmas tree for the 
sanctuary. 
 
Bronwen Robinson wrote an interesting article in the January 2005 
edition of Church News explaining why this happens every year - mainly 
because Phyllis and Jim Cochrane were married in our church on a 
Sunday (most unusual in 1951).  We are extremely grateful that the 
tradition continues and that when I ring up each November, Phyllis 
willingly agrees to contact her son to ask him to organise the delivery of 
a tree.  This unfailingly arrives on the date requested and is always of 
high quality, lasts well and becomes one of the focal points of our 
Christmas decorations.  This year’s tree was no exception – in fact it 
was probably one of the best shaped we have ever received! 
So thank you very much once again to the Cochrane family.  Your 
generosity is much appreciated. 
 

Steve Wenman 
 
 

Our Support for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
 
The “loose cash” collections at our services on Sunday 17th December 
resulted in a donation of £323 to the funds of this Trust. 
 
 
 

Transport to Church Services – Can You 

Help? 
 
A number of Church Members and Friends provide transport to bring 
others to Church services but from time to time it is difficult to find people 
to help.  If you would be prepared to assist on occasion, please contact 
me. 

Olive Springham 
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News from Glenda 

 
Glenda, Liz and Lesley at Potters Bar 

 
Our pre Christmas visit to Glenda in her new home at Potters Bar must 
have been on the coldest and foggiest day of the year. 

 

Glenda was in fine form and it was great to catch up on news and have 
a good chat.  The transition for Glenda to her surroundings has not been 
easy, her family face a long journey to visit and Glenda is not able to go 
out unescorted. 

 

On the plus side there is usually a party once a week, there were two 
Christmas Dinners and the New Year was welcomed in with a glass of 
wine at the nurses’ station! 

 

There has been plenty to think about following our visit, in particular for 
Glenda no activity can be spontaneous, even a trip to the bank is a bit of 
a logistical mission. 

 

Our visit ended with a prayer from Lesley.   Let us keep Glenda in our 
prayers and thoughts. 

 

Gillian Carstens 
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Shoeboxes for Christmas 2006 
 
You will be pleased to hear that once again we were able to send 
shoeboxes from the Kingston area to Romania in time for Christmas. 
 
You might be interested to know that these were the churches and 
schools taking party: 
 
Kingston URC, including our foyer visitors 
and Kingston University 85 boxes 
Tolworth URC 29 boxes 
All Saints (for the first time) 2 boxes 
St John’s Church 12 boxes 
Esher Green Baptist Church 64 boxes 
Christchurch, Turnham Green 42 boxes 
St Mary’s Primary School, Putney 59 boxes 
Caterpillars Nursery, Thames Ditton 31 boxes 
 
Total 324 boxes 
 
We still have the two videos for loan if anyone wants to see the end 
result, with the children beaming as they are handed their box.  You 
would not be able to resist filling a box next November! 
 

Rosemary Moore 
 

Christmas ‘Unhinged’ 
 
It has taken eighty years for Cliff Austin’s dream of owning a replica 
scaled down working model of a Stirling Hot Air Engine to be realised.   
It can be extremely difficult to hang on to a dream but after only thirty-
four years, just before Christmas and on the verge of transferring my 
Membership, my dream became reality.  For this I sincerely thank Peter 
Ashdown and Vaughan James.   
 
The dream was to be able to open the ground-floor external toilet door 
without continuing to dislocate a shoulder joint.  The door has been 
unhinged and has acquired a sturdy, easy-to-manage, handle.  The best 
Christmas present ever!   

Ann Macfarlane 
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Multicultural Red Herrings and 

Grumpy Old Men 
 
It is just 18 hours into the New Year and I am reading the January 2007 
Church News with items on multi-culturism from Fred Randall, Tony 
Wenman and James Fells.  James, a self confessed Grumpy Old Man, 
reports that Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor believes that multi-culturism is 
respect and understanding between those of different beliefs. 
 
My understanding is that “multi-cultural” is not “multi-faith” any more than 
“refugee” is “immigrant”.  You can be of the same faith but of a different 
culture or the same culture but of a different faith - refugees are fleeing, 
immigrants are leaving.  We have friends who confuse all people of a 
different culture or religion with fugitives or incomers.  The reason is 
because they are all different from “us” and difference may be 
dangerous.  Well, yes, this may be true at times but it is not always an 
obvious truth.  I think an extreme white Anglo-Saxon Protestant (no 
names no pack drill) can be much more dangerous on the world stage 
than a person some of us would fear because of their different culture, 
faith or residential status. 
 
So I am an unashamed multi-culturist.  I am interested and am beginning 
to believe that peace in this world can only be achieved by respecting 
other’s beliefs.  Had I been born in Egypt or Israel, I might have believed 
in the same God of Abraham that I worship in my country of birth but 
through a different route.  The difference is that I came to God through 
the teachings of Christ, but the difference may be as much cultural as 
religious.  (I hear loud thunder claps and soft tut-tuts from some of my 
Christian friends). 
 
As to the difference between refugees and immigrants that the tabloids 
love to conjoin, the former should be received in charity and the latter in 
terms of an economic contract.  We need your plumbers and maybe you 
could benefit from our grocers. 
 
I am pleased that The URC has declared itself as a multi-cultural church 
but may the Lord help us all though, be we Cardinals or non serving 
elders, towards having a better understanding and tolerance of people 
who are not like “us”.  This must be the way to peace. 

John Parrish (another GOM) 
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“O Little Town” – Plans to Revisit 

in April 2008 
 
The hustle and bustle of the narrow streets and the markets in 
Bethlehem.  Jerusalem and Nazareth – the peace and tranquillity of the 
Sea of Galilee and the Judean Desert – the hospitality of the ordinary 
Palestinian people, both Christian and Muslim – and perhaps most of all, 
being the places where Jesus walked and talked. 
 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience if you have not been before. 
 
We will meet up again in solidarity with various Christian communities, 
including the International Christian Centre in Bethlehem, St Andrew’s in 
Ramallah, and St John’s & St Luke’s in Haifa, and no doubt Jerusalem 
ARC (Kids for Hope) as well as visiting sites of Biblical interest and 
projects on the West Bank. 
 
Tourists seem able to move around with much less restriction than 
Israeli or Palestinian inhabitants and our guides are second-to-none in 
knowing where it is safe and okay.  We had no problems last time.  I 
guess we all look pretty harmless. 
 
Over the next few months I will be collecting the names of those who are 
interested in coming (no firm commitment at this early stage). 
 
Pay as you go?  The cost will be around £1,200, to include all flights and 
hotels including breakfast and evening meals and also our guides and 
coach to take us to the various places.  To help spread the cost you can 
take advantage of a savings club, paying whatever you can spare each 
month, so that the final bill will not be too daunting.  Georgina Forbes will 
from now accept payments, clearly labelled for “Holy Land” and will 
issue receipts. 
 
So give this some thought.  You will be very welcome to participate.  
Have a word with me or Lesley if you are uncertain about anything or 
would like further information. 
 

Phil Crump 
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From the Church News Archives – Jan 1957 
 
“On December 6th a meeting was held to consider the possibility of 
forming a society for Men in the Church.   
 
The first meeting on January 3rd was attended by twenty-three and lively 
discussions were held on various questions such as “What is Original 
Sin”, “Should cars be banned from Central London”, “How can one get 
rid of ants”, “What should be our attitude to Judas Iscariot”.  It was a 
most encouraging start…” 
 
 

And Finally… 
 
John Parrish did not host the last Church News editorial meeting but 
said that had he done so he would have reported on the following 
overheard conversation. 
 
“… when I was in Jerusalem I heard about an old Jewish man who had 
been going to pray at the western wall for a long, long time.  I went to 
check out the story as it might make a piece in our church news.  True 
enough there he was at the wall.  After about 45 minutes he turned to 
leave and I approached him for an interview. 
 
“I am from the xyz church news in England.  May I ask you how long you 
have been coming here to pray?” 
 
 “For some 60 years.” 
 
 “What do you pray for?” I said. 
 
 “I pray for peace between Christians, Jews and Muslims.  I pray for all 
the hatred to stop and I pray for all our children to grow up in safety and 
friendship”. 
 
“How do you feel after doing this for this for 60 years?”  I asked. 
 
 “Like I am talking to a bloody wall!” 
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A WARM INVITATION IS GIVEN TO ALL WHO READ THIS MAGAZINE TO 
COME AND SHARE IN OUR SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Sunday Services: 
Traditional worship 10.00 (communion on the first Sunday monthly) 
Morning worship 11.00 (replaces 10.00 and 11.30 services on 
   the second Sunday monthly)  
Interactive worship 11.30 (communion on the last Sunday monthly)                                                                             
Evening worship 18.30 (communion on the third Sunday monthly) 
Contemporary worship 20.00 (on the first Sunday monthly) 
 
Tea and coffee are served between the 10.00 and 11.30 services, before the 11.00 
service (second Sunday monthly) and after the 18.30 service. 
 
During the 10.00 service there are optional activities for young people who may wish 
leave the service after the second hymn. Visiting children are welcome to join them. 
 
Private Prayer The Sanctuary is open daily from 11.30 until 13.30. 
 
Coffee and Tea Our foyer is normally open every weekday and Saturday from 

11.00 until 14.00 for coffee and tea. 
 
A Listening Ear If you would like to talk with someone about a matter of concern in 

the foyer between 11.00 and 14.00 on every weekday and 
Saturday, you should find someone wearing a badge who will be 
pleased to help. 

 
Normal Activities: 
 
Monday: 10.00 Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
 19.00 Bible study (October to April) 
 19.00 International Friendship Cafe 
 
Tuesday: 10.00 Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
 16.00 The Room (during school terms) 
 20.15 Badminton 
 
Wednesday: 10.00 Parents & Toddlers (during school terms) 
 10.45 Men’s Forum (first Wednesday monthly except August) 
 13.10 Lunchtime service 
 14.15 Women’s Fellowship (weekly except August) 
 19.30 Prayer meeting 
 
Thursday: 16.00 The Room (during school terms) 
 
Friday: from 17.30 Girls’ Brigade (during school terms) 
 from 17.30 Boys’ Brigade (during school terms) 
 
Saturday: from 18.00 Youth Club 
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Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical 
Project in Kingston Town Centre, with its partners All Saints Parish  

Church, in the Market Place, and Kingston Baptist Church, in Union Street 
http://www.kingstonurc.org 

 

 
Minister: Rev. Lesley M Charlton Associate Rev Suk-In Lee 

 12 Regent Road Minister: 51 Marina Avenue 

 Surbiton, Surrey  KT5 8NL  New Malden   KT3 6NQ 

 Telephone:  (020) 8399 4423  Telephone:  (020) 8949 0275 

 

Church Secretary: Derek Winsor 

 4 Quayside Walk 

 Charter Quay 

 Kingston   KT1 1HY 

 Telephone: (020) 8549 9967 

 

Church Treasurer: Georgina Forbes 

 81b Westbury Road 

 New Malden   KT3 5AL 

 Telephone: (020) 8942 4672 

 

Church Organist: Tony Wenman 

 7 Common Road 

 Claygate, Surrey   KT10 0HG 

 Telephone: 01372 464709 

 

Premises Manager: Michael Brennan 

 Monday – Friday  09.30 – 17.00 

 Telephone: (020) 8549 1888 

 Email:  premises@urckingston.org.uk 

 
Copy for Church News must reach the editor no later than midday on the first 

Sunday of the month.  Electronic copy is preferred, by email or on diskette.  Typed or 
handwritten copy should be left in the editor’s pigeon-hole opposite room 6. 

 
Next copy deadline:  12 noon on Sunday 4 February 2007 

Editor: Jean Thompson  

 

 

Thank you to Xerox Business Services (based at County Hall, Kingston) for 
printing Church News 


